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As a scholar of the Global South in an increasingly closed world, at the core of my teaching is a vision 
of academia as an open and cosmopolitan space with impacts well beyond the classroom. My overall 
objective is to help create engaged, informed, and intellectually independent citizens with the training 
to interpret the interesting times in which we live. Political science offers the scholarly frameworks, 
comparators, and analytical skills to do this, at home and around the world.  

Drawing on three years of teaching experience with both undergraduates and graduates, my courses 
demonstrate the application of scholarly frameworks by linking theory and empirical evidence 
throughout. I often open lectures and classes by soliciting students’ conceptually grounded analyses of 
a relevant news story. One class on insurgencies began with coverage of terrorism in Pakistan, for 
example, which catalyzed discussion of competing theories of political violence and the reliability of 
media sources. My syllabi similarly foster independent thinking by including a curated choice of texts 
and the option for students to consult with me to develop their own alternative research questions, a 
first hint of the exhilarating but unsettling freedom of research. Students flourish when given the 
opportunity to experiment with theory in contexts of clear contemporary relevance, I realized; two 
later published their analyses of South Asian political developments in national newspapers.  

As this suggests, my teaching emphasizes persuasive skills in oral and written reasoning, allowing 
students to build confidence through regular practice in low-stakes settings. To foreground analysis 
over description, I set weekly written assignments framed not around themes (“Political corruption”) 
but questions (“Is corruption always bad?”), offering detailed feedback that aims to develop reasoning 
as much as content. Many students learn best when translating these arguments into conversation, I 
have found, prompting them to reflect on their own knowledge while practicing public speaking in a 
supportive environment. My favored technique to promote this is a formal but good-natured debate. 
When considering whether poor countries should pursue economic growth or limit their emissions, for 
example, I ask students to argue against their original positions in order to understand alternative 
views on justice across time and space, and to discern the gaps in their own interpretations.  

My classes also hope to model the spirit of open communication that students will develop as active 
citizens. My first year of teaching involved very international classes with a range of educational 
backgrounds. The challenge of conflicting expectations taught me an important lesson: it is useful to 
begin any course with a frank discussion of our biographies and concerns so that we together establish 
norms for the collegial exchange of views that respects this diversity. In this way, too, we come to a 
shared understanding of our expectations for the course, the range of academic support I can offer, 
and clear standards for what constitutes excellence. Such discussion is equally valuable to discover 
students’ preconceptions. Informed by this, I use role-playing exercises to help students appreciate 
what might motivate political behaviors they are unfamiliar with and quick to condemn—taking on 
the role of a low-caste voter demanding cultural recognition rather than economic redistribution, for 
example. Thanks to this experience, I was asked to lead sessions on managing classroom dynamics for 
other prospective instructors at the Oxford Department of International Development. 

Throughout, I aim to push students to be the most articulate and independent scholars they can be, to 
be more reflective about the political systems they grew up in and more international in their frames of 
reference. By the end of each course I have been delighted to find many with the self-confidence and 
conceptual tools to challenge me to rethink my own ideas. As a teacher there is no greater reward.  


